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Q: WHAT IS A WATERSHED?
A: A watershed describes an area of land that catches rain 

or snow, and contains a common set of streams and rivers 
that all drain into a single larger body of water. The Puyallup 
Watershed begins on Mount Rainier, flows along the Puyallup 
River, and drains into Commencement Bay.

Q: WHAT IS THE GUIDING VISION OF THE INITIATIVE?
A: A focused long-term investment in the people and 

communities of the Puyallup Watershed will catalyze systemic 
change in leadership, policies and practices leading to greater 
community resilience and improved social and environmental 
conditions in the watershed and beyond.

Q: WHAT IS A COMMUNITY OF INTEREST (COI)?
A: A Community of Interest is a self-defined and self-organized 

group of individuals, organizations, and/or partners that share 
specific values, interests, or concerns related to the health 
of the watershed and its communities. COIs receive capacity 
support, including targeted facilitation to collectively identify 
problems and develop actionable strategies to address them.

Q: WHAT ARE THE CURRENT COIs FOCUSING THEIR  
WORK ON?

A: Active Transportation, Agriculture, Biodiversity, Environmental 
Education, Forestlands, Industrial Water Quality , Just and 
Healthy Food Systems, Salmon, Social & Environmental 
Justice.

• The watershed spans 1040 square miles of land stretching 
from Mount Rainier to Commencement bay.

• The watershed is home to about 420,000 people, living in 
and around 17 cities and towns in Pierce and King Counties 
– Algona, Auburn, Bonney Lake, Buckley, Carbonado, 
Edgewood, Enumclaw, Federal Way, Fife, Milton, Orting, 
Pacific, Puyallup, South Prairie, Sumner, Tacoma, and 
Wilkeson.

• COIs are working to establish a shared vision looking ahead  
20 years and a 10 year action plan to work toward that 
vision.

• There are around 170 individual people involved in COIs 
ranging from business advocates to NGO leaders to city and 
county employees, farmers and community activists. 

• TRFF is invested in linking the COIs and building their capacity 
over time. They are partnering with Bonneville Environmental 
Foundation to act as a coordinating institution during the 
near-term. BEF has deep and diverse experience supporting 
community-based watershed-scale efforts through their 
“Model Watershed Program.”

TO LEARN MORE: 
•	 Contact	Brenda	LeMay	at	blemay@b-e-f.org		
or	253-576-4409

•	 Upcoming	COI	Visioning	meetings	are	posted	on	our	
Facebook	page	www.facebook.com/PuyallupWatershed

•	 Check	out	www.trff.org/puyallup-watershed		
if	you	have	an	idea	for	a	new	COI.
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KEY FACTS

THE PUYALLUP WATERSHED INITIATIVE seeks to strengthen the resilience 
of the Puyallup Watershed in partnership with the communities and stakeholder 
groups the watershed serves. The Russell Family Foundation (TRFF) is committing 
financial support over ten years to support Communities of Interest coming 
together to work to improve the health of the watershed.
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